IN MEMORTAM
- JAMES D, STUBGIS

Cur friend and colleague, James D, Sturgis, was bern
in Viells Gounty, Indiane, July 21, 1802, and wes graduated frem
Harien Wormal College in 1906,

| Barly in life he formed the firm desire to becoie &
lawyer and in alternate years he Fadght M’MM to eayn money to
pursug his legel éf!ﬁiééxtiaﬁ the succeeding year, During this
period he was appointed priseipel of the Cralgville, Indiana
grade schocl, |

Jim had heert and mind te achleve the good end desirved.
Industry, patience and determination gainmed for Jim the goal he
cherished and in 1912 he zraduated from Indians Undveral ty School
of Law with the degree of L.l.B,

v In Bloomington, Indiana, he met the lovely Ruth Wylie
and they were jolned in marriage August 23, 1912,

He began the practice of law in Mentpelier, Indians in
1913, and there he was henoved by appeintment am Deputy Prosee
cuting Attorney of Blackford Caunty and alse as attorney for
Blagkferd County and City Atborney for Homtpellere In 1929 he
removed his law office to the City of Port Wayne where he
continued in the practice of law until the year 1933 when
Governor Paul V, Melutt appointed him Depaty Attorney General
of the State of Indiana, He was later appointed Publie Counsellor
of the State of Indiena by Governors Cliffurd Townsend snd Henry ¥,
Sohricker, In these offices he engaged in the trisl of legad



agtions in every county in the State ef Indiang sxeept ong,

Longing fop wivate pragtics he resigned his pesition
a3 Publie Counseller in igh1 and returned to the City of Port
Wayne where he continned his genepal practice until ke shadous
of lifs'a lagt night enveleped hin in the repess and calm of
endless sleep,

In December 1955, Jig's heart failed and eaw desperate
BRMErgency measures saved hig iife. He knew "puil well® that hig
heart was bad, and a lesser man weuld have retived to the 8lde,
et so, dim, he carried hia medicing and mitmalwwm, denied
fate, and practiced law, |

The quiet charm of Jim'g true friendship enclosed him
vithin the warmth of family, friend and zlient,

Few indeed may there be who devote a 1ife to the law
and gsee only friends among adversaries as among olisnts, But
such wms Jin, His willingness to recopnize the right, and te
fight for 1t if need be, distinguished him, His calm intent,
understanding of the futility of cenfliet, patisnce with athers,
and inherent kindness have well served his elients and honored
himg

James D, Sturgis was a nerber of the Pirst Methodiat
Church, Montpelier Masonie Lodge o, 600, a Seobtish Rite Hason
and member of the Fort Wayne Consistory, Allen Uounty Bap
AEEWM~HGR arcl Fogt 7, American Legione

He 1is survived by his wife, Ruth Wylle Sturgis, his

daughter, ¥rs, Harmen Dick Frye, and four grandchildren,



"Hand grasps hand, eye lights eye in good friendship,
and great hearts expand,

And grow one in the sense ef this worldls life,”

Respectfully submitted,

Hon, Lloyd 8, Hartszler Hon, Havry H, Hilgemann
Hon, Clarence R, Melabb Hon, William H, Schennen
fon, Hareld £, Xorn James He Bavratty Jr,

Hon, Hebert B, Leonard bdwin R, Thomas, Chaiwrmen



